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ThinkSwiss Scholarships 2027  

The ThinkSwiss Scholarship Programme is funded by the State Secretariat for Education, Research and Innovation (SERI) and supported by the Embassy of Switzerland in Australia.
The programme supports students and early-career researchers in Australia and selected Pacific countries to develop lasting connections with Switzerland's research, innovation and policy communities.
ThinkSwiss supports targeted international mobility that creates the foundations for lasting collaboration. Depending on their objectives and career stage, applicants can undertake either a structured research stay at a Swiss host institution or a short-term activity designed to develop new networks, collaborative tools, partnerships or pathways for future cooperation.
Overview 
	Purpose 
	Build lasting research, innovation and policy links between Switzerland, Australia and selected Pacific countries   

	Who can apply 
	Eligible students based at an Australian/Pacific university or research institution   

	Stream A  
Research Mobility 
	31–90 day research stay at a Swiss public university or research institution   
Funding: CHF 60/day, up to CHF 5,400   

	Stream B 
Collaboration Development 
	7–30 day activity to build networks, tools, partnerships or pathways for future collaboration   
CHF 1,500 + CHF 60/day   

	Additional funding 
	Permitted and strongly encouraged 

	Host requirement 
	Confirmation from a Swiss professor (Stream A) or Swiss partner/host (Stream B) 

	Application deadline 
	31 January 2027 

	Activity period 
	1 April – 31 December 2027 


 



1. Programme Streams
Applicants may apply to one of two streams.
Stream A – Research Mobility
A 2–3 month research stay at a Swiss university or public research institution.
The purpose of the stay is to enable applicants to:
· undertake a defined research project or component of their research;
· develop research skills, methodologies or expertise;
· work with a Swiss research group or expert;
· gain access to relevant facilities, infrastructure or expertise; and
· establish or strengthen longer-term research collaboration between Switzerland and Australia or the Pacific.
A Stream A project should have clearly defined objectives, activities and expected outcomes.
Stream B – Collaboration Development: Networks, Tools & Pathways
A short-term activity of 7–30 days designed to establish or advance a concrete collaboration between researchers, institutions or other relevant actors in Switzerland and Australia or the Pacific.
The purpose of Stream B is not simply to support travel, conference attendance or general knowledge exchange. Activities should create a tangible outcome that strengthens the basis for continued collaboration.
Examples include:
· developing a joint research concept or project;
· preparing a future joint funding application;
· establishing a research or innovation network or working group;
· developing a shared research tool, dataset, protocol or other resource;
· developing an institutional collaboration or exchange pathway;
· preparing a joint workshop, programme or future mobility initiative;
· connecting researchers with industry, government or policy partners;
· developing a roadmap for a future bilateral or regional initiative; or
· participating in a conference or workshop where this forms part of a clearly defined collaboration-development strategy.

2. Eligibility
To apply for a ThinkSwiss Scholarship, applicants must:
· be currently enrolled at, or affiliated with, an accredited university or research institution in Australia or an eligible Pacific country; and
· meet the eligibility requirements for one of the categories below at the time the proposed activity in Switzerland begins.

Applicants are responsible for checking their own visa requirements for travel to Switzerland and must ensure they hold any necessary visa or entry permit before the proposed activity begins. Eligibility for this programme does not constitute, and should not be relied upon, as confirmation of visa eligibility.
Eligible Pacific countries
· Fiji
· Kiribati
· Naoero
· Papua New Guinea
· Solomon Islands
· Vanuatu
Undergraduate and Master's students
Applicants must be:
· enrolled in a Bachelor's degree and have completed at least their second year of study, including students undertaking an Honours year; or
· enrolled in a Master's degree.
Doctoral students
Applicants must be enrolled in a PhD or other doctoral programme.
3. Host or Swiss Partner
All applicants must establish a connection with an appropriate Swiss host or partner before applying.
Stream A
Applicants must provide written confirmation from a professor or appropriate academic at a Swiss public university or public research institution who agrees to host and provide academic guidance during the proposed research stay.
Stream B
Applicants must provide written confirmation from at least one relevant Swiss partner, host institution or organisation involved in the proposed activity.
The Swiss partner may be a university, public research institution or another relevant organisation, depending on the nature of the proposed collaboration.
For Stream B, applicants are encouraged to engage with multiple Swiss organisations or partners where this is relevant to achieving the proposed outcome.
ThinkSwiss does not arrange host or partner matches. Applicants are responsible for identifying and approaching appropriate Swiss contacts and for developing the scope of their proposed activity before submitting their application.
A host or partner's agreement to participate does not guarantee selection for a ThinkSwiss Scholarship.
4. What ThinkSwiss Supports
ThinkSwiss supports activities that have a clear connection to the applicant's academic, research, innovation or policy interests and that benefit from engagement with Swiss expertise, institutions or networks.
Stream A may include:
· research projects;
· experimental or methodological work;
· access to specialised research infrastructure;
· collaboration with a Swiss research group;
· development of research skills or expertise; and
· activities that strengthen an existing or emerging research collaboration.
Stream B may include:
· targeted institutional visits;
· research or innovation networking activities;
· workshops and collaborative meetings;
· development of joint research concepts;
· preparation of joint funding proposals;
· development of networks, platforms, tools or shared resources;
· engagement with researchers, innovators, industry or policymakers; and
· participation in conferences or other events where these contribute directly to a defined collaboration objective.
Conference or workshop attendance on its own is not sufficient for Stream B.

5. Application Procedure
Applications and all supporting documents must be submitted using the application form by:
31 January 2027, 23:59 (Australian Eastern Daylight Time).
Each application must include:
1. Proposal and Motivation Statement – maximum two pages / approximately 800 words;
2. CV – maximum two pages;
3. Current or completed university transcripts;
4. Host/partner confirmation from the relevant Swiss professor, institution or organisation;
5. One letter of recommendation from a current or recent professor, supervisor or other appropriate referee who can comment on the applicant's abilities and potential.
All documents should be submitted in PDF format.
Applicants may submit only one application.

6. Proposal and Motivation Statement
The proposal should be tailored to the stream for which the applicant is applying.
Stream A – Research Mobility
Applicants should address:
Research project and objectives
· What research question, problem or objective will you address?
· What activities or methods will you undertake in Switzerland?
· What milestones or outcomes will demonstrate progress?
Swiss host and added value
· Why is the proposed Swiss host institution or research group particularly relevant?
· What expertise, infrastructure, methodology or network will Switzerland provide that is important to your project?
· Are there existing links between your home institution and the Swiss host?
Future collaboration
· How could the research stay strengthen an existing relationship or create a new collaboration between Switzerland and Australia or the Pacific?
· What are the likely next steps after the ThinkSwiss stay?
Motivation and qualifications
· Why is this opportunity important at this stage of your academic or research career?
· What previous experience and skills will contribute to the success of the project?
· What new capabilities or expertise do you expect to develop?

Stream B – Collaboration Development
Applicants should address:
Collaboration opportunity
· What collaboration opportunity or challenge are you seeking to address?
· Why is engagement with Switzerland important to this objective?
Swiss partners
· Which Swiss researchers, institutions, organisations or other actors will you engage with?
· Why are these partners particularly relevant?
Activities
· What will you do during your stay?
· How will your activities bring together the relevant people, expertise or institutions?
Tangible outcome
· What will exist at the end of the activity that did not exist before?
· Will you produce a joint project concept, funding proposal, network, tool, roadmap, workshop, resource or other concrete output?
Continuation
· How will the collaboration continue after you return to Australia or the Pacific?
· What are the proposed next steps and who will be responsible for them?
Motivation and qualifications
· Why are you well placed to develop this collaboration?
· What experience, skills or networks will you bring to the activity?

7. Selection Criteria
Applications will be assessed according to the following criteria.
Stream A – Research Mobility
· Academic and research merit
· Quality and feasibility of the proposed research
· Suitability of the Swiss host and research environment
· Potential to develop longer-term Swiss–Australian or Swiss–Pacific collaboration
· Applicant's motivation, skills and potential
Stream B – Collaboration Development
· Strategic relevance and quality of the proposed collaboration
· Strength and relevance of the Swiss and Australian partners involved
· Quality and feasibility of the activity programme
· Tangible outcome and potential for continued collaboration
· Applicant's capacity to develop and sustain the proposed collaboration
Academic performance, previous research experience and publications may be considered where relevant to the applicant's career stage. Applicants will be assessed in the context of their academic or professional experience.

8. Finding a Swiss Host or Partner
Applicants are responsible for identifying appropriate Swiss hosts or partners.
Applicants should begin this process well in advance of the application deadline, as establishing a suitable connection and developing a meaningful project or activity programme can take several weeks or months.
Potential sources include:
· Swiss universities and public research institutions;
· existing academic or institutional networks;
· current supervisors and research collaborators;
· professional networks;
· relevant conferences and scientific associations; and
· introductions from researchers at the applicant's home institution.

9. Host Confirmation
The host or partner must provide a formal confirmation on university, institutional or organisational letterhead.
Stream A
The confirmation should:
· confirm willingness to host the applicant;
· identify the professor or academic responsible for the stay;
· briefly describe the proposed research activity; and
· state the exact proposed duration of the stay.
Stream B
The confirmation should:
· confirm the Swiss partner's involvement in the proposed activity;
· identify the principal contact person;
· describe the role of the Swiss partner where appropriate; and
· confirm the proposed timing of the activity.
An informal email alone is not sufficient.
Host confirmation is an eligibility requirement, not a guarantee of scholarship selection.

10. Funding
ThinkSwiss provides partial financial support for approved activities.
Stream A – Research Mobility
For stays of 31–90 days:
CHF 60 per day, up to a maximum of CHF 5,400.
Stream B – Collaboration Development
For activities of 7–30 days:
CHF 1,500 base grant + CHF 60 per day.
The scholarship is intended to contribute towards the costs associated with the approved activity, including travel, accommodation, subsistence and other reasonable expenses.
Applicants should carefully consider the total expected cost of their stay when preparing their application.
ThinkSwiss does not necessarily cover all costs associated with an activity. In particular, applicants should verify in advance whether any conference registration fees, research expenses, visa costs, insurance or other specific costs will need to be covered from other sources.
Additional financial support from the applicant's home institution or other relevant funding bodies is permitted and strongly encouraged.
Additional funding arrangements must not compromise the approved timing or implementation of the ThinkSwiss activity.

11. Payment
The ThinkSwiss grant will be transferred to the awardee's nominated bank account following their arrival in Switzerland, subject to completion of the required administrative procedures.
Awardees should ensure that they have sufficient financial resources to cover costs incurred before the scholarship payment is received and any expenses not covered by the scholarship.

12. Duration and Timing
Approved activities must take place between: 1 April 2027 and 31 December 2027.
The latest permitted start date is: 10 December 2027.
Stream A: Research stays may last between 31 and 90 days.
Stream B: Activities may last between 7 and 30 days.
Applicants should confirm the availability of their Swiss host or partners before selecting their dates. Academic calendars vary between Swiss institutions, and applicants should take into account the availability of relevant researchers, facilities and other participants.

13. Additional Funding and Longer Stays
ThinkSwiss provides a maximum of three months of scholarship support for Stream A.
Applicants whose research project requires a longer stay may seek additional funding from their home institution or other funding bodies.
ThinkSwiss funding itself cannot be extended beyond the maximum scholarship period.

14. University Registration and Institutional Requirements
Receiving a ThinkSwiss Scholarship does not automatically grant admission, registration or a particular academic status at the host institution.
Awardees are responsible for completing any registration, admission or approval procedures required by their Swiss host institution.
Depending on the institution and nature of the activity, this may include registration as a visiting student, visiting researcher, project student or another appropriate status.
Awardees should contact the relevant international, academic or administrative office of their host institution as early as possible after selection.
The host institution's policies regarding access to laboratories, infrastructure, facilities and services continue to apply.

15. Responsibilities of the Swiss Host
Stream A – Host Professor
The host professor is expected to:
· provide appropriate academic guidance during the research stay;
· facilitate the applicant's integration into the relevant research environment;
· facilitate access to relevant facilities, infrastructure or resources where appropriate and subject to institutional policies; and
· support the applicant in completing any relevant institutional registration or administrative processes.
The host professor is not financially responsible for the applicant's stay.
Stream B – Swiss Partner
The Swiss partner is expected to:
· participate in the agreed programme of activities;
· facilitate relevant introductions and meetings where appropriate;
· contribute to the development of the proposed tangible outcome; and
· support the continuation of the collaboration where appropriate.

16. ETH Zurich Applicants
Applicants proposing to undertake their Stream A research stay at ETH Zurich must meet the university's requirements for participation in the relevant mobility programme.
ETH Zurich applicants should verify the current requirements and application deadlines directly with ETH Zurich before submitting their ThinkSwiss application.
Where the ETH Zurich process requires a separate application, applicants must complete both processes independently.
ETH Zurich acceptance does not guarantee selection for a ThinkSwiss Scholarship.
Applicants are responsible for ensuring that the ETH Zurich application, ThinkSwiss application and any visa or immigration requirements can be completed within the relevant timeframes.

17. Visa and Entry Requirements
Applicants are responsible for verifying the visa and entry requirements applicable to their nationality and proposed activity.
Australian nationals may generally enter Switzerland and the Schengen Area for short stays of up to 90 days without a visa, subject to applicable entry conditions. Applicants should verify the requirements applicable to their specific circumstances and proposed activity.
Applicants who require a visa or permit should begin the process as early as possible.
ThinkSwiss selection does not guarantee visa approval.
Visa and residence decisions are made by the competent Swiss authorities. Applicants may be required to demonstrate sufficient financial means to support themselves during their stay.
The amount of financial means required may vary according to the applicable Swiss authority and the applicant's circumstances. The ThinkSwiss scholarship should therefore be considered partial financial support and may not, on its own, satisfy financial requirements for a visa or permit.
Applicants should consult the Swiss Embassy's official visa information and the relevant Swiss authorities for current requirements.

18. Housing
Awardees are responsible for arranging their own accommodation.
Applicants are encouraged to contact the international, student services or housing office of their host institution as early as possible to enquire about:
· student accommodation;
· short-term housing;
· university residences; and
· other accommodation options available to visiting students or researchers.
Accommodation in Switzerland can be expensive and difficult to secure at short notice. Applicants should therefore investigate options before finalising their travel arrangements.

19. Insurance
ThinkSwiss does not provide health, accident or liability insurance.
Awardees are responsible for ensuring that they have appropriate insurance coverage for the full duration of their stay and for any activities undertaken in Switzerland.
Applicants should check the requirements applicable to their nationality, visa status and host institution.

20. Transportation
Switzerland has an extensive public transport network connecting universities, research institutions and cities across the country.
Awardees are encouraged to use public transportation during their stay.
Depending on the duration and nature of the stay, applicants may wish to consider Swiss public transport travel cards or other discounted travel options. Awardees should assess the options available to them based on their individual itinerary and length of stay.

21. ThinkSwiss Community and Ambassador Activities
ThinkSwiss awardees become part of an international community of students and researchers with connections to Switzerland.
Awardees may be invited to:
· share their experience with future ThinkSwiss applicants;
· participate in ThinkSwiss or Embassy activities;
· contribute photographs, short reflections or other content about their experience; and
· help highlight opportunities for research, innovation and education collaboration with Switzerland.
Any photographs, videos or other content involving research facilities, colleagues or third parties must comply with the relevant institutional policies and permissions.
Participation in ambassador activities should complement, and not interfere with, the awardee's approved research or collaboration programme.

22. Multiple Applications and Previous Awardees
Applicants may submit one application per call.
If an applicant has applied previously but was not selected, they may apply again in a subsequent call.
An applicant who has previously received a ThinkSwiss Scholarship may not receive a second ThinkSwiss Scholarship unless otherwise expressly permitted by the programme.

23. Frequently Asked Questions
Are citizens of all eligible countries able to participate?
Citizens and eligible permanent residents who meet the programme's eligibility requirements may apply. Participation remains subject to any applicable Swiss entry, visa, residence and institutional requirements.
Do I need to speak a Swiss national language?
No. Most research and academic environments at Swiss universities operate comfortably in English. Knowledge of a Swiss national language can nevertheless be useful for everyday life.
Can I apply to a private Swiss university or research institution?
ThinkSwiss supports activities hosted by Swiss public universities and public research institutions.
Activities hosted solely by private higher education or research institutions are not eligible unless expressly approved by the programme before any submission.
Does having a Swiss host guarantee that I will receive a scholarship?
No. A host confirmation is an application requirement but does not guarantee scholarship selection.
Can I have more than one Swiss host or partner?
Yes. This may be particularly appropriate for Stream B, where achieving the proposed collaboration objective may require engagement with several Swiss institutions or organisations.
However, applicants must identify a clear primary Swiss contact responsible for coordinating the proposed activity.
Can I submit more than one recommendation letter?
No. Please submit one recommendation letter from the referee who is best placed to comment on your abilities and potential.
Are grades, publications and previous research experience considered?
Yes. Academic performance, research experience, publications and other achievements may be considered as part of the assessment, taking into account the applicant's career stage.
Can I combine ThinkSwiss funding with other funding?
Yes. Additional funding is permitted and strongly encouraged, provided that it does not alter or delay the approved ThinkSwiss activity.
Can I stay in Switzerland for longer than the scholarship period?
Yes, where permitted by the relevant host institution and Swiss authorities. ThinkSwiss funding itself is limited to the maximum duration specified for the relevant stream.
Does ThinkSwiss provide conference registration?
Not automatically. Applicants should verify whether registration fees are eligible costs and should not assume that receiving a scholarship provides admission to a conference, workshop or other ticketed event.
Awardees are responsible for securing admission or registration independently.
Does receiving a scholarship give me admission to the Swiss host university?
No. Scholarship selection and university admission or registration are separate processes.
Awardees must complete any procedures required by their host institution.

24. Key Dates
	Date
	Milestone

	31 January 2027, 23:59
	Application deadline

	28 February 2027
	Applicants notified of selection

	15 March 2027
	Deadline to accept scholarship

	1 April 2027
	Earliest start of activities

	10 December 2027
	Latest permitted start date

	31 December 2027
	Activities must be completed




25. Checklist for Applicants
Before submitting your application, make sure that you have:
· confirmed your eligibility;
· selected one programme stream;
· identified a relevant Swiss host or partner;
· obtained the required written confirmation (host letter);
· developed a clear programme of activities;
· identified concrete expected outcomes;
· considered how the collaboration will continue after the ThinkSwiss activity;
· prepared your CV (maximum two pages);
· obtained your university transcripts;
· obtained one recommendation letter;
· prepared your Proposal and Motivation Statement (maximum two pages);
· considered your accommodation, insurance and visa/entry requirements;
· identified any additional funding required; and
· submitted the complete application by 31 January 2027, 23:59.

Thank you for your interest in ThinkSwiss
ThinkSwiss aims to connect talented researchers and students with Switzerland and to create opportunities that continue well beyond the duration of an individual stay.
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